
“As Covid-19 has 

affected all of us 

personally, it has 

also affected every 

ministry, and yet 

the Gospel is going 

out and people are 

being mentored and 

ministered to 

through Zoom.” 

Missions Team,  
Internship, Prayer Group 
By Hanni Planos, Ray Moore & Mike 
Sirignano 

 

    2020 has been a difficult year for everyone due to Covid-19, as it also impacted missions and every other 

local outreach where the Gospel is being proclaimed.  Our annual missions conference scheduled in May had to 

be cancelled.  Ben Benatti was to be our main speaker at the conference.  He and Joyce were on furlough in 

California at that time and were not able to come.  They returned to Nice, France in August, not having been 

able to visit with any of their supporting churches nor fellowship with other believers in person. 

The pandemic has affected all our missionaries:   

• The Cooneys, having had to leave T. for supplies, were then unable to return due to Covid and were stuck 

in a hotel room until recently.  Praise the Lord that they are now back in T. to continue to serve there.  

The school is also in its final phases and hopefully will be opened soon. 

• The Almacks who are serving at the Christian school in Panama had to go online with teaching and running 

the school and are facing complex and multiple difficulties connected therewith. 

• Jim and Karen Avella of TWR (Trans World Radio) are with TWR’s mobilization department.  Their goal is 

to mobilize new missionary staff for short term, career or even college internships, by sharing about TWR’s 

global outreach and opportunities at Christian job fairs, military job fairs and mission conferences.  Due to 

the coronavirus, they are presently unable to do that. 

• Mary Beth Banning, who is running a Christian student center in the 

Philippines, is in lockdown. 

• Rachel Wessel is waiting in Texas until able to return to Mexico.    

• The Gravinos of TMAI have recently moved from their ministry in 

Sicily to Rome, where Johnny serves as pastor of the Bible Church of 

Messina and director of ITA.  

• The Killebrews moved to a different apartment but are still in the 

same neighborhood in Richmond Hill, serving among the Sikhs in 

that community. 

• Emily Steiner will start her missionary training at Radius Internation-

al at the end of August after a short delay.  

• Northern Frontier Camp and Cedarbrook Camp were not able to have camps this summer, same for Kako 

Retreat Center in Alaska. 

     As Covid-19 has affected all of us personally, it has also affected every ministry, and yet the Gospel is 

going out and people are being mentored and ministered to through Zoom.  As fear of sickness and death has 

become a new reality for many, the Lord has provided opportunities to speak of the hope that He gives to 

those who trust in Him. 

     Let us join together in praying for all our missionaries and ministries, sharing in their joy and hardships, 

and praying for a great harvest.  To God be all glory. 

August 23, 2020 

The 2020 Missions  

Directory will be  

available soon via 

email upon request.   

Today’s Featured Ministries Are: 

“Let us join together in 

praying for all our      

missionaries and ministries, 

sharing in their joy and 

hardships, and praying for a 

great harvest. “  

Missions Team 
By Hanni Planos 



Special Feature: Internship  
By Ray Moore 
     I completed my bachelor’s 

degree in theology and cultural 

anthropology in 2008 and my   

Masters of Divinity in 2017. With 

the educational portion fulfilled, I 

began the practical ministry     

experience necessary by the US Army 

to become a chaplain in the    

Regular Army.  

     On June 1st, 2018, I began 

working for New Hyde Park Baptist 

Church as a pastoral intern. The 

work of ministry is difficult to  

quantify, because so many areas of 

life, friendship, fellowship, and   

service overlap. The key areas in 

which I ministered were through 

preaching the Sunday morning and 

evening services on a rotational 

basis,  substituting for the Adult 

Bible Fellowship and Youth Sunday 

School Classes, teaching the 3 and 4 

year old MOPS class, teaching   

occasionally for the Men’s Bible 

Study, leading Christian Service  

Brigade, and helping to coordinate 

the InterVarsity Christian Fellowship 

on Nassau Community College’s  

campus. I had opportunities to coun-

sel, encourage, and pray with many 

within the congregation. I had the 

benefit of being counseled,      

encouraged, and prayed for by many 

within the congregation. I cannot 

explain the value of seeing the Pas-

tors and Elders strive to address 

congregational issues in biblical 

ways. I am far more prepared for 

future ministry because of my time 

here, and I will continue to reach 

back for guidance and prayer.  

“I cannot explain the value of 

seeing the Pastors and Elders 

strive to address congregational 

issues in biblical ways. I am far 

more prepared for future ministry 

because of my time here,…” 

     The following passage is on the wall in 

my dining room which reminds me to pray 

every time I sit down for a meal. “Rejoice 

always, pray continually, give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is God’s will for you 

in Christ Jesus.” ~ 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

God commands us to pray. He wants us to 

“pray continually”. Now that does not mean 

to pray all day every day. What it does 

mean is to pray persistently and regularly.  

To do it joyfully and to be grateful for all 

that God does for us. 

     Our midweek prayer meeting met in 

the back of the sanctuary on Wednesday 

nights, and as the winter months were  

moving towards spring, our meeting was 

growing.  Then COVID-19 forced us to close 

the doors of our church. But by God's grace, 

technology allowed us to meet via the   

internet using Zoom.  Within 2 days, our 

once a week in-person prayer meetings 

turned into 75 straight nights of virtual 

gathering. Some joined regularly, some only 

once in a while, and some were there every 

night, sometimes as many as 80 people. And 

we prayed persistently, joyfully and     

thankfully!  

     The needs of the Saints were many 

during this time, including health, finances, 

persecution, isolation, jobs, death, fear and 

the loss of our fellowship with each other. 

And many prayers were answered!  

     Another bonus from the online exposure 

was that new people were introduced to our 

church and the true gospel of Jesus Christ. 

God willing we will soon return to our  

regular Wednesday in-person meetings back 

at the church.  But until that happens, I 

invite you to join us every Wednesday and 

Saturday evening at 8:00 pm for an hour of 

prayer on Zoom. Please follow the      

instructions in the email that Pastor Doug 

sends, and if you would like to be added to 

the list please send an email to        

office@nhpbc.com. May God Bless You All!  

Wednesdays/Saturdays prayer 
By Mike Sirigano 

“Then COVID-19 forced us to close 

the doors of our church. But by 

God's grace, technology allowed us 

to meet via the internet using 

Zoom. Within 2 days, our once a 

week in-person prayer meetings 

turned into 75 straight nights of 

virtual gathering. “ 

We are glad to 

welcome Ray and 

Dana into our 

NHPBC missions 

family. Next week, 

Ray signs into his 

new duty station 

at Fort Gordon, 

just outside   

Augusta, GA. Pray 

for them as they 

settled into a new 

home,        

neighborhood, 

church and   

ministry. 


